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 The Commission sets policy and procedures for 
conservation district elections.  

  
 “The Commission shall establish procedures for 

elections, canvass the returns and announce the 
official results thereof.”  

 RCW 89.08.190.  
 
 WAC Chapter 135-110 
 Election Manual, forms, and procedures. 
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 August - September  
 Election webinar. 
 Each district begins thinking about when to have an election; review 

procedures. 
 

 October - December 
 Advertise election meeting, hold election meeting [adopt election 

resolution], advertise election resolution. Find candidates. 
 

 January – March  
 Hold election, process forms, input data on web for Commission. 
 

 By end of April 
 All data should be submitted to the Commission (even if late). 
 

 Third Thursday in May 
 Commission announces election winners and appointees. 
 





 35 of 45 districts (78%) used WAC 135-110-
370 to automatically re-elect their incumbent 
candidate and call-off their election. 
 This number increased from prior years and has 

fluctuated over the past few election cycles: 
▪ 71% in 2015. 
▪ 64% in 2014. 
▪ 73% in 2013. 
▪ 77% in 2012. 
▪ 40% in 2011. 
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 There were 43 candidates in 2016. 
 45 candidates in 2015. 
 44 candidates in 2014. 
 43 candidates in 2013. 
 52 candidates in 2012. 
 57 candidates in 2011. 
 54 candidates in 2010. 
 52 candidates in 2009.   
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 Two out of ten elections that 
were held (20%), were 
observed by Commission 
staff.   
 54% in 2015. 
 6% in 2014. 
 17% in 2013. 
 38% in 2012. 
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 Of the 10 districts that held elections: 
 3 (Franklin, Thurston, and Whatcom) had candidates pre-printed 

on the ballot, meaning they were declared-nominated candidates. 
 5 districts (Benton, Clallam, Eastern Klickitat, Skagit, and 

Spokane) had declared candidates, but not nominated (meaning 
the candidate’s name wasn’t pre-printed on the ballot, but the 
candidate otherwise declared their candidacy before the 
election).  

 2 districts (Cascadia and Underwood) had no declared or 
declared-nominated candidates, meaning only write-in 
candidates were eligible to be elected.  
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None. 
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 There were new electronic election forms (“EF”) created.  These were required 
to be submitted to the Commission: 
 EF1 – CD Election Information 
 EF2 – Candidate Verification 
 EF3 – Automatic Re-Election Checklist 
 EF4 – Due Notice Compliance 
 EF5 – Ballot Results Report 

 
 Older paper forms were renamed (“PF”).  These forms are used by the districts 

and candidates and stayed at the district (not submitted to the Commission): 
 Form PF-A - Candidate information for elected supervisor position 
 Form PF-B – Nominating petition for elected supervisor position 
 Form PF-C – Poll List  
 Form PF-D – Ballot Template  
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 Combine EF2-EF5 into just EF2. 
 Move all checklists to the election manual. 
 Updated election manual with those 

checklists in mind: 
 Add links to all items in the manual. 
 Add a master checklist to the manual. 

 Filling Mid-Term elected supervisor 
positions –  
 new policy and notice to the public. 
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FOUR FORMS  
COMBINED INTO 
TWO 



 CD’s now just have two electronic forms that 
they will use to transmit election (and 
appointment) data to the Commission: 
 A “Before the Election” form – EF1 
 An “After the Election” form – EF2 
 CD’s will still need to use paper forms for certain 

election-related activities: 
▪Candidate applications (PF-A) 
▪Candidate nominating forms (PF-B) 
▪Poll lists (PF-C) 
▪Ballot examples (PF-D) 
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http://www.formstack.com/forms/?2358505-JfwJs6JKCL
http://www.formstack.com/forms/?2358509-JfwJs6JKCL


 The Elections Manual has been updated in two ways: 
 Checklists have been added.  The Checklists are required for 

districts to use before or after certain events occur to ensure they 
are doing things correctly.  EF2 will confirm that the CDs used the 
Checklists in processing their election.     
▪ Automatically re-electing incumbents (old EF3) 
▪ Verifying candidates ability to serve and to appear on the ballot (old EF2 and 

EF4) 
▪ Counting ballots during an election (old EF5) 

 Electronic links have been added to the Manual.  Every RCW, 
WAC, or even internal reference from one section of the Manual 
to another is now a “live” link, enabling just one click to get to the 
appropriate other location.  
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 Fewer election forms. 
 The 2 forms are easier to use. 
 The 2 forms are quicker to use. 
 The 2 forms focus mainly on the data CDs need 

to report to the Commission – using the Manual 
becomes more important to the CDs to ensure 
they are following the correct procedure. 
 No more “helicopter parenting.” 

 Just 2 forms that align to the 2 deadlines for 
CDs in the WAC. 
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 More emphasis is placed on CDs using the 
Manual for guidance, instead of trying to put 
everything on the election forms. 

 More responsibility for completing Checklists 
and following correct election procedure is 
placed on the CDs – where the WAC and 
Manual already places it. 

 3 less election forms to process. 
 

20 



 Level of service from CDs does not diminish – 
should be enhanced. 
 CD’s will spend less time processing paperwork and 

can focus more time, effort and resources on running 
their election.  

 No relaxation of requirements for CDs to 
conduct elections. 

 No change in the information the Commission 
considers for certification of elections. 
 The same level of detail will be required. 
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 A new policy on filling mid-term elected 
supervisor positions as been added to the 
Election Manual (Appendix E).   
 Notice to the public by the District is now a best 

practice.  A WAC change will be needed to WAC 135-
110-970 to require notice be provided. 

 “While due notice to the affected community is 
strongly recommended, it is not required.”  WAC 135-
110-970. 
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=135-110-970
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=135-110-970


 One common day or week for elections 
 Staff researching how that would occur 

and when – 
 RCW change – RCW 89.08.190 
 WAC change – WAC Chapter 135-110 
 Election & Appointment Manual change 
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 Especially the new Master Checklist on 
pgs 58-62.  

 Then call or email me 
(beller@scc.wa.gov; 509-385-7512) 
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mailto:beller@scc.wa.gov


 
Bill Eller 

Election Officer,  
Washington State 

Conservation Commission 
beller@scc.wa.gov 

509.385.7512 
POB 47721 

Olympia, WA 98504-7721 
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