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RESOURCE CHALLENGE    O’Brien Creek is 
a tributary of the Sanpoil River. One of the 
Sanpoil watershed’s major concerns is high 
water temperatures, and a major contributor 
to high temperatures is excessive sedimen-
tation. In 2013 a landowner along O’Brien 
Creek contacted Ferry Conservation District 
to request help with erosion control along a 
quarter-mile reach of O’Brien Creek. Th e 
project fi t the district’s goals perfectly. Water 
quality in the Sanpoil is one of our major 
focuses, and we have been part of the Sanpoil 
Watershed Action Team since 2008.

PROJECT SUMMARY AND RESULTS
Th e district worked with the Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife to design 
the project, and they also helped with 
the cultural resources review. The 
landowner provided the timber 
needed to construct in-stream barbs 
and log jams, which shifted the 
stream’s current back into the center 
of the channel. This lessened the 
erosive force on the stream banks. Th e 
project area was fenced to control live-
stock pressure on the project area. Th e 
next step is to complete a riparian planting this fall and coming spring. Partici-
pating agencies and the landowners are all pleased with the project. 

KEY PARTNERS:   Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife; Washington 
Department of Ecology; Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation; Wash-
ington State Conservation Commission

O’Brien Creek riparian restoration project — part of the plan

Sloughing banks were dumping tons 
of excess sediments into O’Brien 

Creek. This raises water temperatures 
and degrades fi sh habitat.

More Work to Do!

• The biggest challenge we will face in the coming year, and for many years to come, is reclamation and recovery 
after catastrophic wildfi res. Nothing will be more critical, or more resource-consuming, than wildfi re recovery. We 
probably have a decade’s worth of work ahead of us now.

• We have to fi nd a way to prevent or mitigate fi re’s eff ects in the years to come.

Our wooden barbs and man-made log jams 
gently re-direct the current away from the 

banks and back into the middle of the creek.

• Assisted three landowners 
with pasture cross-fencing 
to help with forage 
management for their 
livestock.

• Continued working with 
the Colville Confederated 
Tribes Range Management 
Department to protect 
the Sanpoil River Riparian 
corridor ion the Colville 
Reservation.

• Helped three other 
landowners plan and 
obtain permits for riparian 
restoration projects on the 
Kettle River.

• Reached 300 elementary-
aged students with 
conservation education 
programs.


