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PLAN AND PROCEDURES FOR THE UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERY OF CULTURAL RESOURCES AND HUMAN SKELETAL REMAINS in  XYZ Conservation District, WASHINGTON

1. INTRODUCTION

The XYZ Conservation District assists landowners to do conservation work on their property.  The following Unanticipated Discovery Plan (UDP) outlines procedures to follow, in accordance with state and federal laws, if archaeological materials or human remains are discovered while doing conservation work on your land.
2. RECOGNIZING CULTURAL RESOURCES
A cultural resource discovery could be prehistoric or historic. Examples include:

· An accumulation of shell, burned rocks, or other food related materials 

· Bones or small pieces of bone,

· An area of charcoal or very dark stained soil with artifacts,

· Stone tools or waste flakes (i.e. an arrowhead, or stone chips),

· Clusters of tin cans or bottles, logging or agricultural equipment that appears to be older than 50 years,

· Buried railroad tracks, decking, or other industrial materials.

When in doubt, assume the material is a cultural resource.

3. ON-SITE RESPONSIBILITIES 
STEP 1: STOP WORK. If any landowner or other person believes that he or she has uncovered a cultural resource at any point in doing conservation work, all work adjacent to the discovery must stop. The discovery location should be secured at all times. 

Note:  If human remains are encountered, see section 5 below.
STEP 2: Contact the XYZ  Conservation District at phone number: ______________
If you can’t reach someone at the Conservation District, contact _______ at phone 

number: __________
4. FURTHER CONTACTS AND CONSULTATION 

A. Landowner’s Responsibilities:

· To see that all work is stopped in an area adequate to provide for the total security, protection, and integrity of the cultural resource. Vehicles, equipment, and unauthorized personnel should not be permitted to traverse the discovery site. Work in the immediate area should not resume until treatment of the discovery has been completed following provisions for treating archaeological/cultural material as set forth in this document. 
· Direct Construction Elsewhere On-site: The Landowner may direct construction to continue away from the cultural resources.
B. Conservation District’s Responsibilities:

· Identify Find:, the Conservation District will assist the landowner to ensure that a professional archaeologist examines the find to determine if it is archaeological, and document their findings.  

· If it is determined not archaeological, work may proceed with no further delay.
· If it is determined to be archaeological, the Conservation District will assist the landowner to continue with proper notifications and permitting
· Upon further investigation, if human remains are found the procedure described in Section 5 will be followed.  
· Notify DAHP: the Conservation District will assist the landowner to contact the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP). 

                    Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation:

	     Gretchen Kaehler
                    Local Governments Archaeologist

     360-586-3088
	Or Dr. Allyson Brooks,   
     State Historic Preservation Officer

     360- 586-3066


	Or   Dr. Guy Tasa

       State Physical Anthropologist

       360-586-3534
	


· Notify Tribes: If the discovery may relate to Native American interests, the Conservation District will assist the landowner to contact the appropriate Tribal Liaison(s).
  The Tribes that may potential have interest within our district are: 
	Tribe:

Contact:
Title

Phone Number

Email


	Tribe:

Contact:
Title

Phone Number

Email



	Tribe:

Contact:
Title

Phone Number

Email


	Tribe:

Contact:
Title

Phone Number

Email

	
	


5. SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR THE DISCOVERY OF HUMAN SKELETAL MATERIAL

The landowner or other responsible person onsite will immediately notify the local law enforcement agency or coroner’s office at phone # ______________, before completing the other steps in Section 3, any time human skeletal remains are found.
If ground disturbing activities encounter human skeletal remains during the course of construction, then all activity will cease that may cause further disturbance to those remains. The area of the find will be secured and protected from further disturbance.  
Any human skeletal remains, regardless of antiquity or ethnic origin, will at all times be treated with dignity and respect. The remains will not be touched, moved, or further disturbed.
The county medical examiner/coroner will assume jurisdiction over the human skeletal remains and make a determination of whether those remains are forensic or non-forensic.  
If the county medical examiner/coroner determines the remains are non-forensic, then the examiner/coroner will report that finding to the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) who will then take jurisdiction over the remains.  
The DAHP will notify any appropriate cemeteries and all affected tribes of the find.  The State Physical Anthropologist will make a determination of whether the remains are Indian or Non-Indian and report that finding to any appropriate cemeteries and the affected tribes.  The DAHP will then handle all consultation with the affected parties as to the future preservation, excavation, and disposition of the remains."
When consultation and documentation activities are complete, construction in the discovery area may resume as described in Section 6.
Note:  If assessment activity exposes human remains (burials, isolated teeth, or bones), the process described in Section 5 above will be followed.
6. PROCEEDING WITH CONSTRUCTION
Project construction outside the discovery location may continue while documentation and assessment of the cultural resources proceed. An archeologist must determine the boundaries of the discovery location. Construction may continue at the discovery location only after the process outlined in this plan is followed and the District determines that compliance with state and federal laws is complete.

