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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Resource Inventory  CD or NRCS
Developing the plan CD or NRCS
(includes maintenance plan)

Certifying Technical 
Adequacy NRCS

• NRCS Staff with JAA for practices in 
the plan and certified planner 
reviews and signs the plan

Final approval of plan CoC



REQUIRED CONSERVATION PLAN
COMPONENTS
• Property Owner/Description of 

Property

• Client Objective 

• Site Eligibility

• Natural Resource Inventory Info

• Identified Resource Concerns



REQUIRED CONSERVATION PLAN
COMPONENTS
• Plan Alternatives

• Record of Decisions

• Implementation Schedule

• Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52)

• Conservation Practice
Specifications

• Operation and Maintenance 



PROPERTY OWNER/DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY
Provide name, address of owner 
and/or Operator

Description of property includes:
• General location
• Stream name
• TRS
• Tax parcel number(s)
• Past and Current use of site
• Identify any legal constraints 

(easements, drainage 
districts, roads, etc.)



CLIENT OBJECTIVE

Identify Client Objectives
• WHOLE FARM
• RIPARIAN AREA-WHY ARE

THEY ENROLLING IN CREP?



SITE ELIGIBILITY

• Stream reach is CREP 
eligible?

• Stream drains into CREP 
eligible reach?

• Wetland hydrologically 
connected to CREP eligible 
Stream reach?

• Other



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

IF CD STAFF DO NOT INVOLVE LOCAL
NRCS STAFF IN EARLY PLANNING, 

DETAILED RESOURCE INVENTORY IS
ESSENTIAL TO SMOOTH PLAN

REVIEW/APPROVAL



RESOURCE INVENTORY

Soil
Water
Air
Plants
Animals
+ Human



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

SOIL
• Web Soil Survey-Tells 

you what is supposed 
to be there

• Shovel-Tells you what 
is really there

• Erosion Issues?
• Compaction Issues?



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

WATER
• Stream name(s)
• Stream 

Hydrology 
(seasonal, 
perennial)

• Flooding? 
• Frequency



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

WATER, Cont.
Wetlands-Presence

• NWI
• Site inventory
• Hydrology
• Surface Ponding 
• Frequency



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

WATER, Cont.

Water Quality Issues
• Temperature
• Sediment
• Nutrients/Organics
• Pesticides
• Bacteria/Pathogens



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

WATER, Cont.

Water Quality Issues
• DOE 303d
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/3
03d/currentassessmt.html

• Impaired reach or 
contributes to 
impaired reach

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/303d/currentassessmt.html


RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

AIR

• Particulate 
Matter (dust)

• Odor
• Smoke



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

PLANTS
• What community/ 

communities are 
present on site?

• Suggested: Fixed 
Radius Plots

AND/OR
• Suggested: % 

Cover by species



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

PLANTS, Cont.
• What community/ 

communities should be 
present on the site?
• Soil Survey
• Eco-sites
• Plant Associations/ 

Classifications
• Invasive Species Issues



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

ANIMALS
Fisheries Utilizing Project 
Area

• WDFW SalmonScape
• WDFW
• Tribal Natural 

Resource Staff
• Other local 

knowledge 



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

ANIMALS, Cont.
Terrestrial Wildlife

• Landowner
• WDFW PHS On the 

Web
http://wdfw.wa.gov/mapping/phs/

• USFWS T&E
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/

http://wdfw.wa.gov/mapping/phs/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/


RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

ANIMALS, Cont.
Habitat Assessment

• Biology TN-14
• SVAP2
• Other Habitat 

Assessment Tools
• Explains habitat 

limiting factors on 
site



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

Biology Tech Note 14



SVAP2 Revised for Washington

75 Page Document!

4 Page Document!



RESOURCE INVENTORY INFO

HUMAN
• Cultural Resources
• Economics



IDENTIFIED RESOURCE
CONCERNS

• List Resource Concerns falling below 
planning criteria (FOTG Sec III)

• Identify specific problems that will be 
addressed by CREP
• Water Quality – Elevated Water 

Temperature
• Inadequate Habitat for Fish and 

Wildlife-Habitat Degradation
• Over hanging vegetation
• Large woody Debris



IDENTIFIED RESOURCE
CONCERNS

• Identify specific problems that will be 
addressed by CREP
• Degraded Plant Condition-

Inadequate Structure and 
Composition
• Site lacks conifer
• Site lacks native understory
• Site dominated by non-native or 

invasive vegetation



PLAN ALTERNATIVES

Our job as Conservation Planners is to 
provide conservation practice alternatives 
to treat all resource concerns on the 
planning unit.

Document Plan Alternatives
• No Action-what will continue to 

happen with not treatment
• List of practices needed to treat all 

resource concerns identified on site

This can happen on the CPA-52 Form.



RECORD OF DECISIONS
IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE

List of practices landowner has agreed to 
implement under CREP 

• CREP requires treatment of at least 
one resource concern on the 
planning unit.

Provide Implementation Schedule for 
installation of CREP practices
• Month/Date



ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION



ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION

• Critical to consider all Special 
Environmental Considerations during the 
Planning Process

• Process can help determine if the 
project is a good candidate for the 
program. 

• Excellent location to summarize plan info



CONSERVATION PRACTICE
SPECIFICATIONS

• Remember these are instructions for 
landowner!

• “Nuts and bolts”
• NRCS Specification/Job Sheets in FOTG 

are Optional
• Must include all info required on the 

NRCS Practice Specification/Job Sheet
• Ensure landowner reviews and signs 

(sheets or entire plan)



CONSERVATION PRACTICE
SPECIFICATIONS



OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

• Include activities needed for successful 
buffer establishment

• Typically 1-5 years following initial 
planting

• If not certain which actions will be need, 
give list of examples

• Landowner needs to understand the 
post plant commitment



NEW BUFFER REQUIREMENTS

Washington CREP Training
January, 2016



Transition Timeframe

All CRP-2C forms initialed and 
dated by LO prior to April 1, 2016 
will be subject to historic buffer 
width requirements:
35 Ft minimum
180 Ft maximum



Riparian Width Requirement



What has changed?

Biology Tech Note 
14 (1999) has been 
revised 



What has changed?

New buffer width 
requirement for 
treating Inadequate 
Fish & Wildlife 
Habitat resource 
concern



Riparian Width Requirement



What has changed?

Riparian length 
element added



Riparian Buffer-Length 
Requirement

Gap



Gaps in the buffer

 Infrastructure near 
channels on agricultural 
operations is common

 Access roads, livestock 
lanes, pump stations, 
outbuildings, etc.

 30% of a buffer can 
measure less than 50 
feet in width and still 
meet planning criteria



Quiz Question 

Would this stream reach 
meet the new buffer width 
planning requirement?

Yes= True

No=False



Answer: NO



Important Information

 The new buffer width 
criteria is used when 
planning a buffer which 
will treat an Aquatic 
HABITAT resource 
concern-Option for All 
CREP Mapped Stream 
Reaches

 Hedgerows to treat a 
WATER QUALITY resource 
concern are still going to 
be offered on small 
streams and ditches as 
an alternative for CREP

Hedgerow

Photo Credit: 
Whatcom CD



CREP CP22 Buffer Practices

 391 Riparian Forest Buffer
 35 ft. minimum when 

treating water quality

 50 ft. minimum on 70% 
of planning unit when 
treating a habitat 
resource concern

 FSA will consider 
updating CREP 
supplement to allow 
wider hedgerows, up to 
35 ft wide. 

 422 Hedgerow
 Used to treat water 

quality resource 
concern (CREP only)

 Used only on following 
water types:

 Streams with bankfull 
width less than 5 ft.

 Constructed Ditches 
with bankfull width less 
than 15 ft.

 Modified stream 
channels with bankfull 
width less than 15 ft.
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