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RESOURCE CHALLENGE    Water quality is an 
important natural resource issue in the Alkali 
Flat Creek watershed because of the potential 
to pollute by agriculture activities. Correcting 
sources of water quality impairment is an 
expense that can mean lost revenue for agricul-
tural operators. Th ey need certainty that the 
source exists and help implementing specifi c 
actions to correct it. Whitman Conservation 
District coordinated with 40 watershed land-
owners and operators to implement a water-
shed monitoring program and provided tech-
nical assistance and cost share.

PROJECT SUMMARY AND RESULTS    Landowners helped defi ne the placement 
of monitoring sites and collected water samples for fecal bacteria at the bottom 
of each property line. Th ey also recorded air and weather temperatures, stream 
bank condition, sediment levels, photo points, and site and weather conditions. 
Sampling occurred over a two month period and will resume in the fall of 2015. 
Monitoring data is being incorporated into 
land management plans and decisions. Par-
ticipants are learning the benefi ts of moni-
toring and real-time site conditions, and 
they’re continuing to take soil samples and 
discuss alternative practices and vegetation 
changes.

KEY PARTNERS:   Forty landowners and 
operators paid for the monitoring program; 
the cities of Colfax and Hay; a producer 
who volunteered her time to help monitor

Alkali Flat Creek producer-sponsored monitoring program

Looking upstream into shrub/
grassland steppe from the fi rst 
monitoring station close to the 

Snake River. 
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Close to the headwaters of the stream; 
pasture is actively grazed by livestock. 
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More Work to Do!
• Partnering with biologists from the Washington Departments of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and Transportation to 

research alternatives to reduce human and wildlife mortality on Hwy 26. 

• Partnering with landowner and USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service to implement an intensive grazing 
plan. 

• Working with WDFW to research and install alternative watering systems for wildlife. 

• Working with private landowners/producers to ensure the success of two Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program plantings. 

• Partnered with WA 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW) and 
LaCrosse Library to educate 
children about “natural 
heroes” — the benefi ts of 
local pollinators. 

• Became an active 
participant with the Snake 
River Salmon Recovery 
Board and sponsored a 
grant proposal. 

• District staff  completed 
and submitted a plan and 
was issued a certifi cate of 
accomplishment to be a 
certifi ed Basic Conservation 
Planner.  

• Worked on cultural 
resource inventories 
with WDFW and the 
state Department of 
Transportation.


