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SCD completed three Family 
Forest Fish Passage Projects 

(FFFPP), which unlocked 15 miles 
of fi sh habitat that was previously 

blocked by culverts. 

SCD completed nearly 200 Firewise 
Assessments in 2015. This is a 230 

percent increase over 2014 in 
making forested properties more 

resistant to wildfi re.

RESOURCE CHALLENGE   In the 2012 Agricultural 
Census, Washington State posted negative growth in the 
number of new farmers entering agriculture. Th e average 
age of the principle operator was 58 years old. At the 
same time, the post-9/11 veteran unemployment rate is 
higher than the national average, and vets are coming 
home in need of a new mission. At Spokane Conserva-
tion District (SCD), we see an opportunity to serve those 
who have served us by helping our returning military 
veterans get an education and internships in agriculture 
and conservation-related careers.

PROJECT SUMMARY AND RESULTS    
SCD launched Operation New Mission: 
Vets on the Farm with immediate and 
overwhelming community support. 
Most notably, a local farmer provided a 
two-acre parcel of land to be used as a 
demonstration and learning farm for the 
program. We continue to seek farmers 
and agriculture-related business owners 
to host veteran interns. Th ese positions 
may be subsidized by the Vets on the 
Farm program. Veterans who are interested in the educational, mentoring, and 
internship opportunities of Vets on the Farm will have their skills and experience 
matched to opportunities as they arise. All SCD events feature a discount or full 
scholarship for veterans.

KEY PARTNERS:   Northwest Farm Credit Services; Upper Columbia Resource 
Conservation & Development; Emtman Brothers Farms; WSU Spokane County 
Extension; Spokane Community College; Spokane County Farm Bureau; USDA 
Risk Management Agency; USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
- Plant Pests and Diseases; USDA Farm Service Agency; and many more

Vets on the Farm

More Work to Do!
• Protect water quality with our On-Site Septic System Financial Assistance Program. In 2015, SCD provided loans 

and grants that resulted in 70 connections to municipal sewer and one drain fi eld replacement.

• Re-align 1200’ of existing Bear Creek channel (tributary to the Little Spokane River) to its historic channel; includes 
restoring wetlands and habitat through plantings.

• Prevent soil erosion with new Direct Seed Operations Loans.  

Since 2004, SCD has opened a 
total of 102 miles of trout rearing 
and spawning habitat. A fi nished 

FFFPP bridge is pictured.

Randy Emtman drives the Vets on the Farm 
tractor through a local parade to raise 

awareness about the program.


