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Ocean acidifi cation curriculum fi lls science education need

RESOURCE CHALLENGE    Ocean acidifi cation is 
recognized by Washington State as a serious threat 
to our $270 million shellfi sh industry and the 
Puget Sound ecosystem. District educators recog-
nized this as an impending threat and began 
looking into curriculum to address it with our 
youth and the public. Adding an ocean acidifi ca-
tion lesson strengthens our education program 
and gives us the opportunity to teach a lesson on 
a topic that is critical to the economic and envi-
ronmental health of our region and to the overall 
health of the ocean ecosystem. 

PROJECT SUMMARY AND RESULTS
Snohomish Conservation District off ers 
an ocean acidifi cation class to high school 
students providing an overview of impacts 
to Puget Sound’s marine life. Th e class is 
based on a lesson developed by the Uni-
versity of Hawaii and modifi ed to refl ect 
Washington State’s concerns on the serious 
impacts that this condition is having on 
Washington’s shellfi sh industry and the 
3,000 people working in the industry. Dis-
trict educators have reached 1,425 high 
school students and ten schools. Th e dis-
trict received Conservation Commission 
funding to produce a video that will be 
shared with other Puget Sound districts 
and high schools around the state.

KEY PARTNERS:   Center for Microbial Oceanography: Research and Education 
at the University of Hawaii; Tulalip Tribes; Ocean Research College Academy, 
Everett

Students from the Ocean Research 
College Academy in Everett take samples 

from Port Gardner to monitor pH while 
being fi lmed for a video.
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State Conservation Commission 
shellfi sh funds helped two 

dairies implement waste transfer 
systems and two dairies with 

bedding recovery systems this 
summer.  Photo: Brett de Vries

More Work to Do!
• Puget Sound Conservation District work.

• Partnerships with cities on stormwater and pollution.

• Regional Conservation Partnership Program implementation.

• Partnerships with the agriculture community, Tribes, and Sustainable Lands Strategy group.

Installed an 81-foot long, 14-foot 
diameter bottomless culvert to 
replace one that blocked fi sh 

from getting to the Snohomish 
River. Photo: Ryan Williams

Developed a working buff er 
display to promote use by 

landowners to generate income 
from land taken out of production 

for buff ers. Photo: Lois Ruskell

Students at Jackson High 
School learn about pH in the 

ocean acidifi cation lab exercise.   
Photo: Roger Kelly

• Continue growth of two websites and social media.

• Continue promotion of healthy soils.


