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Partners in conservation: Old Sundstrom Farm

RESOURCE CHALLENGE    Old Sundstrom 
Farm is a 200-acre farm located on the 
upper east fork of False Bay Creek, a his-
toric salmon bearing creek. Th e owners of 
the farm wanted to address habitat con-
cerns by implementing practices to 
improve and protect soil health and water 
quality. Lack of riparian buff ers along False 
Bay Creek resulted in soil degradation, 
reduced vegetative cover, and poor water 
quality. Testing confi rmed high bacteria 
loads above state standards resulting from 
livestock access to the creek.

PROJECT SUMMARY AND RESULTS
Working with our partners, we installed 
fencing and livestock watering facilities 
to keep the cattle out of the creek. We 
also implemented best management 
farming practices to improve livestock 
health, restore habitat, and create a 
working model for neighboring farmers. 
Water quality testing completed aft er the 
project showed marked improvement, 
well within state standards. Th e land is 
owned jointly by the San Juan Preserva-

tion Trust and a descendant of an old island farming family who is committed to 
conservation and sustainable agriculture. In summary, her words to us: “Th ank 
you, thank you, thank you!”

KEY PARTNERS:    Betsy Dues-Sundstrom, property owner; San Juan Preservation 
Trust, property owner; San Juan County, project funder; Washington State De-
partment of Health, project funder; Scott Meyers, sustainable agriculture consul-
tant; Tom Lawson, livestock owner
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More Work to Do!
• Participate in our Voluntary Stewardship Program to enhance sustainable agriculture and protect critical areas.
• Streamline our farm and forest management planning processes to increase effi  ciency and meet a growing 

demand.
• Contribute to the San Juan Islands Climate Action Plan.
• Restore the False Bay Watershed through collaborative partnerships.

Soil Carbon Challenge 
workshop. Setting up a 

research plot to measure 
carbon sequestration. 
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A view from the top. Annual 
meeting of the San Juan Islands 

Terrestrial Managers Work 
Group, coordinated by the 

conservation district. 
Photo: Linda Lyshall

As a founding member of 
Islands Climate Resilience 

we are actively working on 
climate resiliency planning 
in collaboration with local 

partners. Photo: Doug McCutchen


