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RESOURCE CHALLENGE    A large horse 
boarding facility located within 200 feet of 
a sensitive shellfi sh growing marine envi-
ronment was experiencing serious mud 
conditions on wet and steeply sloped land. 
Water quality sampling below the site con-
fi rmed high levels of bacteria in runoff  
from the facility. Th e water quality close to 
this boarding facility has seen deteriorat-
ing results for several years, and areas pre-
viously safe for shellfi sh harvesting are 
now being downgraded.

PROJECT SUMMARY AND RESULTS    
With State Conservation Commis-
sion and Department of Health Pol-
lution Identifi cation and Correction 
funding, Pierce Conservation Dis-
trict worked with landowners to con-
struct exclusion fencing and plant 
approximately 500 native plants to 
absorb and fi lter water in a buff er 
area along a gully. We also built a 
waste storage structure on a 40-foot 
by 18-foot concrete slab with a roof 
to eliminate an uncovered manure pile located near the gully. To remedy muddy 
pasture conditions, we installed approximately 10,000 square feet of winter pad-
docks. New gutters were installed to reduce wet conditions around the barn, and 
about 567,000 gallons (annually) of rainwater is routed into underground ditches 
away from heavily used areas. Th e driveway was also re-engineered.

KEY PARTNERS:    Washington Department of Ecology; Department of Health; 
State Conservation Commission; Tacoma Pierce County Health Department;  
Pierce County Surface Water Management

Large horse boarding facility improvement project

Exclusion fencing and a replanted slope 
leading into the gully prevent runoff  pollution
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Before and after rain gutter installation: 
567,000 gallons of rainwater are now 
annually infi ltrated into the ground
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More Work to Do!
• Meeker Creek restoration project - Partnership project with the City of Puyallup to restore Meeker Creek.

• Dropstone Farm stream restoration - 2,500 foot planting adjacent to previously installed cross-fencing.

• Japanese knotweed eradication and riparian habitat enhancement throughout the Nisqually and Puyallup 
watersheds.

• Providing technical and resource support to 75 community gardens and over 2,500 community gardeners.

Through volunteer gleanings 
and other community food 

projects, Harvest Pierce 
County donated over 100,000 
pounds of fresh food to local 
food banks. Photo: Allan Warren

McKinley business district depave 
(Tacoma): over 8,000 square 

feet of pavement removed and 
replaced with 34 trees and 2,600 

shrubs. Photo: Brian Dalbalcon

Reise Farm restoration: 
invasive species were 

removed and replaced with 
nearly 800 native plants to 

restore the riparian habitat of 
Ball Creek. Photo: Brian Dalbalcon


