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Welcome & Logistics

 Ray Ledgerwood – Moderator 

 Jeff Harlow, ASTC-Programs – NRCS

 Sherre Copeland, Partnership Liaison – NRCS

Gina Kerzman, Public Affairs Officer - NRCS

Join the audio at: 

(702) 489-0001

access code: 916-043-023

Join on the web at: 

www.joingotowebinar.com

webinar ID: 155-921-761

http://www.joingotomeeting.com/


Logistics

 All muted lines except presenters 

Questions 

via web – use dashboard on your computer

Will get to as many questions as we can

 Presentation recorded

 Feedback welcome – kudos, comments, etc –

email ray.ledgerwood@scc.wa.gov



Session Purpose

 NRCS will cover what’s new and what’s 

the same regarding their financial 

assistance programs. In addition, NRCS 

will outline information materials 

available to customers.



Topics of Discussion

 Environmental Quality Incentive Program 
Jeff Harlow, ASTC-Program 

 Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program   
Sherre Copeland, Partnership Liaison

 Conservation Stewardship Program 
Jeff Harlow, ASTC – Programs

Web Tools & Public Information Materials   
Gina Kerzman, Public Affairs Officer

Question and Answer 



Environmental Quality 

Incentive Program 
Presented by Jeff Harlow



Jeff Harlow

Assistant State Conservationist



• The 2014 Farm Bill streamlines and 

simplifies NRCS conservation programs 

and allows better targeting of 

conservation and priority resource 

concerns.  

A focus on regional initiatives enables 

NRCS to maintain and strengthen 

existing regional initiatives while 

developing new priorities with 

partnership involvement



• Incorporates the Wildlife Habitat Incentive 

Program into the Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program;

•Combines three conservation easement 

programs into one – the Agricultural 

Conservation Easement Program

• consolidates four regional conservation 

programs into one – the Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program;
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• EQIP will continue to receive high levels of funding

• There will be less funding for easements and less funding for CStP



Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program Changes
• The Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program is folded into 

EQIP, but WHIP’s objectives are still included in 

EQIP

• At least 5 percent of funding will be for practices 

benefitting wildlife habitat

• Establishes priority for veterans who are beginning 

farmers or ranchers, or socially disadvantaged farmers 

or ranchers

• Eliminates requirement for contract to remain in place 

for 1 year after last practice implemented; retains 

requirement that contract term may not exceed 10 yrs



A few more details about EQIP:

• Provides flexibility for repayment of advance payment 

if not expended within 90 days; veterans are eligible for 

such advance payments

•Replaces rolling 6-year payment limitation for FY 

2014–2018

• EQIP Program payments will be limited to $450,000 

for all contracts entered into during FY 2014-2018.  

This change removes the payment limitation waivers 

by simply lifting the limitation to the maximum level.

• EQIP sign-up is continuous, but for 2015 funding the 

cut off date is November 21, 2015



2015 EQIP Sign-up 

• NRCS-WA Sign-up cut-off date: 

– November 21, 2014

Requirements:

• Farm Tract Records

• 1200

• Duns/Sam if an entity



SAM/DUNS Fact Sheet



1200 Form



• EQIP Local Working Group Pools(10)

– Approximately 6.5 million

• Organic Initiative

– Approximately $500,000

• EQIP High Tunnel Initiative

– Approximately $500,000

2015 Annual EQIP Funding: 



• EQIP Energy Initiative

– Approximately 1.5 mil

– Two step process

• CAP first then

• Installation of practices

• EQIP Sage Grouse Initiative

– Approximately $800,000

2015 EQIP Annual Funding cont.: 



Program

1st Application           

Batch Date        

(Appl. Cutoff)

Ranking and cost 

estimates 

completed

2nd Application           

Batch Date        

(Appl. Cutoff)         

If needed

100% 

Obligation 

Deadline

General EQIP (LWG) November 21, 2014 Set by LWG Set by LWG June 1, 2015

BF, SD General State Pool November 21, 2014 December 19, 2014 January 16, 2015 June 1, 2015

EQIP Tribal November 21, 2014 December 19, 2014 January 16, 2015 June 1, 2015

EQIP CAPS - 

102/104/106/108/110/114/118

/126/130/142/146

November 21, 2014 December 19, 2014 January 16, 2015 June 1, 2015

High Tunnels, Organic, 

Energy,  Energy CAPS - 

122/124/138 

November 21, 2014 December 19, 2014 January 16, 2015 June 1, 2015

National Air Quality Initiative 
Benton, King, Pierce, Spokane, 

Thurston, Walla Walla, Yakima 

counties only

November 21, 2014 December 19, 2014 January 16, 2015 June 1, 2015





Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program 
Presented by Sherre Copeland



Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program

2014 Farm Bill

November 2014

Sherre Copeland, Partnership Liaison



RCPP Overview

• Program Purposes and Priorities

• Sources of Funding and Funding Categories

• How Funding Can Be Used

• Partner Activities and Contributions

• Mechanics of the Program

• Project Proposals - Agreements

• Current Status of the Program



Program Purposes and Priorities

• Authorized in the Farm Bill, delegated to NRCS

• Enhance regional cooperation and coordination

• Increase conservation on regional or watershed 
scales

• Derive project ideas and innovation from local 
partners

• Effectively implement and maintain conservation

• Leverage federal funding with partner contributions 

• Monitor outcomes and report on the benefits



Sources of Funding

Direct Funding:  

$100 million per year

- HFRP

- PL-566 

Set Aside from Financial 
Assistance Authorizations:

7% of Core Programs

– ACEP, CSP, EQIP

– (AWEP, CCPI, and national 
landscape initiatives are 
replaced)

• FY 2014 and FY 2015 funding was combined in a single 
Announcement for Program Funding

• Total available 14/15 is about $400 million nationwide (Future years 
could be about $200 million per annum)



Funding 
Categories

Critical Conservation Areas -
35%

National - 40%

State - 25%



National Category

• 40% of overall funding

• National Resource Concerns

– Water Quantity

– Water Quality

– Soil Health

– At risk species habitat

– Air Quality



Critical Conservation Areas

• 8 designations by the Secretary of Ag

• Partnership agreements in CCAs will be eligible 
for 35% of the total funding

• Each area has an overall goal and priority 
resource concerns pervasive throughout the 
designated area

• In addition to the core programs, CCAs can also 
use the PL 566 (Watershed Protection and Flood 
Prevention Act), but not the dam rehab section



Columbia River Basin CCA

• Overall Goal: Promote water quality and 
management of water quantity to benefit 
recovery of salmon populations.

• Resource Concern Priorities: 
– Insufficient Water:  Inefficient use of irrigation water

– Water Quality Degradation:  Excessive sediment in 
surface waters; excess nutrients and pesticides in 
surface and ground waters

– Inadequate Habitat for Fish and Wildlife: Habitat 
degradation





State Category

• 25% of overall funding

• Should be located entirely within the state

• Should address at least one of the state-identified 
priorities or one or more national priorities 



State Category

• WA developed priority resource concerns
– Air Quality
– Degraded Plant Condition
– Inadequate Habitat for Fish and Wildlife
– Soil Degradation
– Water Quality Degradation 

• WA ranked applications in the state category 
AFTER they had gone to national 
– Both national and state ranking questions applied

• WA received an allocation from national to 
support state agreements



How Funding Can Be Used

• Not a grant program – It is based on 
contribution agreements and landowner 
contracts/agreements

• Uses both Technical and Financial Assistance

• Maximum award amount for a project  
agreement is $20 million (total project cost 
can be double or more)



How Funding Can Be Used

– TA can be used to support:

• NRCS personnel in accepted project areas

• A partner in accepted project areas

• Combination of partners and NRCS 
personnel in project areas



How Funding Can Be Used

– TA can be used for (examples)

• Resource assessment

• Conservation and watershed planning

• Conservation practice survey and design

• Conservation practice implementation and follow up

• Resource monitoring

– TA cannot be used for indirect or overhead costs 
of the partner entities



How Funding Can Be Used

• Financial Assistance is delivered through 
traditional NRCS programs:

– Producers or landowners through program 
contracts or easement agreements

– Entities through agreements for purchase of Ag 
Land Easements

– Partners through alternative funding 
arrangements with multi-state water resource 
agencies or authorities



Partner Contributions

• Partners can contribute both financial and 
technical assistance

• Partners can contribute both in-kind (services) 
and cash



Mechanics of the Program
(Eligibility)

• Eligible Partners

– Agricultural or silvicultural producer associations

– Farmer cooperatives or other groups of producers

– State or local governments

– American Indian tribes

– Municipal water treatment entities

– Water and irrigation districts

– Conservation-driven nongovernmental organizations

– Institutions of higher education



Mechanics of Program
(Eligibility)

• Eligible Participants and Eligible Land - Under 
RCPP, eligible producers and landowners and 
eligible land are the same as for applicable  
programs (ACEP, CSP, EQIP, HFRP, PL-566)



Mechanics of the Program
(Eligibility)

• Eligible Activities –
– Water quality restoration or enhancement
– Water quantity conservation, restoration or enhancement
– Drought mitigation
– Flood prevention
– Water retention
– Air quality improvement
– Habitat conservation, restoration or enhancement
– Erosion control and sediment reduction
– Forest restoration
– Other activities that NRCS determines will help achieve 

conservation benefits



Project Proposals and Agreements

• Applicants define what they want to do

• Applicants determine the cost of the project

– Total partner contributions and benefits

– Amounts needed from RCPP and Programs (TA 
and FA)

• Applicants collaborate with partners and 
define contributions



Project Proposals and Agreements

• Applicants submit a pre-proposal

• National/states review, rate, rank

• Some applicants are invited to submit full 
proposals

• National/states review, rate, rank

• Some applicants are invited to negotiate an 
agreement



Project Proposals and Agreements

• USDA and partners enter into negotiated  
agreements

• Cannot exceed $20 million contribution by NRCS

• Can be up to five-year project

• Once agreement is signed, partners and NRCS can 
begin execution of work in the agreement
– Landowners/operators in the project area/scope apply 

for NRCS programs

– Applicants in project areas get priority for RCPP 
contracts



0
10

20
30

Contributions - 30%

Solutions - 25%

Participation - 25%

Innovation - 20%

Proposal Evaluation 
Factors



Current Status
National

Funding Pool Eligible pre-proposals 

submitted

Invited for full proposal % of overall funding

State 314 93 (~30%) 25%

*Critical Conservation Area 202 84 (~42%) 35%

National 60 52 (~87%) 40%

Total 576 229 (~40%) 100%

*Columbia River Basin had 21 pre-proposals, 
of which 11 were invited for full proposal.



Current Status WA
Pre-proposals submitted Invited for full proposal % of overall funding

State 14 2 (~14%) 25%

*Critical Conservation 

Area

6 3 (50%) 35%

National 4 4 (100%) 40%

Total 24 (4% of total) 9 (~38%) 100%

*Note there was at least one CCA application submitted by partners in 
OR that includes work to be done in WA.  That project was invited to 
submit a full proposal.



Sources of Information

• 2014/2015 Availability of Program Funding: USDA-
NRCS-NHQ-RCPP-14-01  
http://www.grants.gov/search-
grants.html?agencies%3DUSDA%7CDepartment%20of
%20Agriculture

• National Website: 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/natio
nal/programs/farmbill/rcpp/

• Columbia River Basin CCA Website: 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/nati
onal/programs/farmbill/rcpp/?cid=stelprdb1254131

http://www.grants.gov/search-grants.html?agencies%3DUSDA|Department of Agriculture
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/?cid=stelprdb1254131


Conservation Stewardship 

Program
Presented by Jeff Harlow



•CSP reauthorized - 10 million acres annually

•5-year contracts with option to renew 

– New- 2 additional priority resource concerns

Conservation Stewardship 
Program Changes:



•At least 2 priority resource concerns 

• Meet or exceed 1 additional by end of 

contract

•At least 5 priority resource concerns identified for 

each area or watershed

Conservation Stewardship 
Program Changes:



• CSP enrollment level <2008 Farm Bill

• Remains a substantial contributor

• 50 million acres enrolled nationwide

Conservation Stewardship 
Program Changes:



Conservation Stewardship 
Program Changes:

• Eligible land limited to land in production 

• 4 - 6 years preceding October 1, 2014

• Lands protected by ACEP allowed to enroll

• Requires prorating of payments

• Eliminates 10% acreage limitation 

• Forestland



2015 Conservation 
Stewardship(CSP) Sign-up 
Requirements:

• Farm Tract Records must  be up to date

– *Stewardship program land eligibility 

includes the whole farm – cropland, 

rangeland, headquarters, etc., all of it

• 1200

• Duns/Sam if an entity



1200 Form



SAM/DUNS Fact Sheet



2015 CStP renewal Process 

• 2010-1 Eligible applications were given 

opportunity to reenroll for another 5 years in 

August, 2014

• Must treat:

• At least 2 priority resource concerns 

• Meet or exceed 1 additional by end of 

contract period

• Contracts obligated by 12/31/14



2015 Stewardship Program  

• 2015-1 Year round signup

• Batching cutoff date not determined yet 

probably in next couple of months

• Must treat

• At least 2 priority resource concerns 

• Meet or exceed 1 additional resource 

concern by end of contract period

• Activities are either- practice implementation 

or enhancements



• Funds are obligated annually to contracts 
(versus EQIP entire amt is obligated at time of signing)

– 57 contracts

– 2.5 million obligated  approximately same in 

previous years

– 125,716 acres contracted (approx. $18/acre)

• Excess of 12.5 million annual payments 

annually

2014 Annual CSP Funding: 



Learn more

www.nrcs.usda.gov/FarmBill



Web Tools & Public 

Information Materials 
Presented by Gina Kerzman



http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/sit
e/wa/home/

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/m
ain/national/enespanol/

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/wa/home/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/enespanol/


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wa
/home/?cid=NRCS144P2_036141

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wa/home/?cid=NRCS144P2_036141


Washington NRCS Twitter account: @NRCS_WA
https://twitter.com/search?q=NRCS_WA

National NRCS Twitter account: 
@USDA_NRCS
https://twitter.com/usda_nrcs

https://twitter.com/search?q=NRCS_WA
https://twitter.com/usda_nrcs


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wa/ho
me/?cid=STELPRDB1259629

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wa/home/?cid=STELPRDB1259629


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/sit
e/wa/home/

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/wa/home/


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal
/nrcs/site/wa/home/

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/wa/home/


Soil Health Website



National Website – link from WA



National NRCS Website



Get Started and Small Farms



Resources for Small Farms



Practices for small farms



Gina Kerzman

509-323-2911

gina.kerzman@wa.usda.gov



Questions



Team USDA will also be presenting at 

the following venues:

 Small Farms Conference, November 1, Spokane, WA

 Washington Tilth Conference, November 7-9, Vancouver, 
WA

 Washington Dairy Federation Conference, November 10-
11, Vancouver, WA

 Washington Cattlemen’s Conference, November 12-14, 
Spokane, WA

 Tri-State Grain Growers Conference, November 12-15, 
Stevenson, WA

 Farm Bureau Conference, November 17-20, Yakima, WA

 Washington Association of Conservation Districts, 
December 1-3, Cle Elum, WA

 Pacific Northwest Direct Seed Association, January 20-22, 
Kennewick, WA

 Ag Expo/Farm Forum, February 3-5, Spokane, WA


