Farm Bill Webinar 2

anges to NRCS Financial
Assistance Programs

NRCS, Conservation Commission & Conservation Districts
November 18, 2014




Welcome & Logistics

» Ray Ledgerwood — Moderator

» Jeff Harlow, ASTC-Programs — NRCS

» Sherre Copeland, Partnership Liaison — NRCS
» Gina Kerzman, Public Affairs Officer - NRCS
Join the audio at:

» (/702) 489-0001

®» qccess code: 916-043-023

®» Join on the web at:
WWW.|0oINngotowebinar.com

»\webinar ID: 155-921-761



http://www.joingotomeeting.com/

Logistics

®» Al muted lines except presenters
» Questions
®» via web — use dashboard on your computer
» Will get to as many questions as we can
» Presentation recorded

Feedback welcome - kudos, comments, etc —
email ray.ledgerwood@scc.wa.gov




Session Purpose

» NRCS will cover what's new and what’s
the same regarding their financial
assistance programs. In addition, NRCS
will outline information materials
available to customers.




Topics of Discussion

= Environmental Quality Incentive Program
Jeff Harlow, ASTC-Program

= Regional Conservation Partnership

Program
Sherre Copeland, Partnership Liaison

= Conservation Stewardship Program
Jeff Harlow, ASTC — Programs

» Web Tools & Public Information Materials
Gina Kerzman, Public Affairs Officer

=» Question and Answer




Environmental Quality
Incentive Program

Presented by Jeff Harlow
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 The 2014 Farm BIll streamlines and
simplifies NRCS conservation programs
and allows better targeting of
conservation and priority resource
concerns.

A focus on regional Initiatives enables
NRCS to maintain and strengthen
existing regional initiatives while
developing new priorities with
partnership involvement
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EQIP Funding Authority
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* EQIP will continue to receive high levels of funding
» There will be less funding for easements and less funding for CStP

10
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Environmental Quality Incentives
Program Changes

« The Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program is folded into
EQIP, but WHIP’ s objectives are still included in
EQIP

At least 5 percent of funding will be for practices
benefitting wildlife habitat

 Establishes priority for veterans who are beginning
farmers or ranchers, or socially disadvantaged farmers
or ranchers

 Eliminates requirement for contract to remain in place
for 1 year after last practice implemented; retains
requirement that contract term may not exceed 10 yrs
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A few more details about EQIP:

* Provides flexibility for repayment of advance payment
If not expended within 90 days; veterans are eligible for
such advance payments

* Replaces rolling 6-year payment limitation for FY
20142018

« EQIP Program payments will be limited to $450,000
for all contracts entered into during FY 2014-2018.
This change removes the payment limitation waivers
by simply lifting the limitation to the maximum level.

« EQIP sign-up is continuous, but for 2015 funding the
cut off date Is November 21, 2015
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!

2015 EQIP Sign-up

« NRCS-WA Sign-up cut-off date:
— November 21, 2014

Requirements:

 Farm Tract Records

« 1200

* Duns/Sam if an entity
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SAM/DUNS Fact Sheet

Introduction

Applicants using Employer Identification Number

If your business or organization plans to apply for conservation program or grant funding through USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and you use an Employer Identification Number (EIN), also referred to as a Tax Identification
Number (TIN), you will need to obtain a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number and be registered with the System
for Award Management (SAM). The DUNS number is required for any federal contract application and applicants must register
with SAM to receive payments. If you apply as an individual and use your social security number as your EIN, you DO NOT need to

obtain a DUNS number or SAM.

About the Data Universal Numbering
System (DUNS)

A DUNS number is a unique nine-character identifica-
tion number provided by the commercial company Dun &

Bradstreet (D&B), a provider of business information reports.

The information required to obtain a DUNS number includes
the business/organization name, type, location, number of
employees, and contact information. The federal govern-
ment uses the DUNS number to maintain consistent name
and address data about organizations/businesses. This helps
maintain and organize applications and contracts across
federal agencies.

Who needs a DUNS Number & SAM

Business DUNS/SAM
Type Code Business Type TaxID Type Required
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1200 Form

US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NRCS-CPA-1200
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 10/2014

CONSERVATION PROGRAM APPLICATION

App”caﬁon -

Application Date:

County and State:

Telephone: Watershed:

Location (Legal Description or Farm and Tract Number):

1. This is an application to participate in the:

2 Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) | Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
O -

3 Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) O Agriculture Conservation Easement Program
(ACEP) - Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE)

2 Regional Conservation Partnership Program |0 Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP)

o ACEP- (WRE)
o Healthy Forest Reserve Program (HFRP)

2. O Yes 0O No Do youhave farm records established with the appropriate USDA
Service Center Agency?

If no, you must establish them with the appropriate USDA Service Center Agency prior to
submitting this application.
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2015 Annual EQIP Funding:

 EQIP Local Working Group Pools(10)
— Approximately 6.5 million

* Organic Initiative
— Approximately $500,000

 EQIP High Tunnel Initiative
— Approximately $500,000
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2015 EQIP Annual Funding cont.:

 EQIP Energy Initiative
— Approximately 1.5 mil

— Two step process
« CAP first then
 Installation of practices

 EQIP Sage Grouse Initiative
— Approximately $800,000
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Program

General EQIP (LWG)

BF, SD General State Pool

EQIP Tribal

EQIP CAPS -
102/104/106/108/110/114/118
/126/130/142/146

High Tunnels, Organic,
Energy, Energy CAPS -
122/124/138

National Air Quality Initiative
Benton, King, Pierce, Spokane,

Thurston, Walla Walla, Yakima
counties only

1st Application
Batch Date
(Appl. Cutoff)

November 21, 2014

November 21, 2014

November 21, 2014

November 21, 2014

November 21, 2014

November 21, 2014

Ranking and cost
estimates
completed

Set by LWG

December 19, 2014

December 19, 2014

December 19, 2014

December 19, 2014

December 19, 2014

2nd Application
Batch Date
(Appl. Cutoff)
If needed

Set by LWG

January 16, 2015

January 16, 2015

January 16, 2015

January 16, 2015

January 16, 2015

100%
Obligation
Deadline

June 1, 2015

June 1, 2015

June 1, 2015

June 1, 2015

June 1, 2015

June 1, 2015



USDA

?
_ United States Department of Agriculture

PACIFIC OCEAN

WEST AREA

11 ) 12 Shelton
GRAYS
HARBOR

NRCS Area Office
Service Center

MURSTON
=

MLRA Soil'Surveyroffice

af i
* South Bend CHFHXl [Gaz P >
14 / B g =

PACIFIC /-

CANADA

L]
Lynden

CENTRAL AREA EAST AREA

WHATCOM
s

¥

MT. VERNON*

o Service Center 2" [

4 A% MLRA'Soil Survey©fice

(]
Renton 2
enatchee

_ KITTITAS' | ) 7,

10254 o
PIERCE ; - :

Yakima
@

Skamokawa
Longview
Brush

18 Prairie
@

CLARK

’ ¥

z Toppenish/
d 30
SWANIA o’

KLICKITAT

34

[ )
Goldendale

Sunnyside

; qkANo}i%AN
S g9

_, OKANOQAN*.. %

DOUGLAS
21
DAVENPORT*
®

LINCOLN
SPOKANE
39

EPHRATA* 40

NRCS Area
Office o
Service Center

Moses:
Ritzvill Oakesdale
Warden ;ei,‘; <

24 ‘DLake b St John 042

41
26 ADAMS  CPOffice

WHITMAN
29 27 .
J 44 Colfax

FRANKLIN ~GARFIELD "\
Pomeroy
33 46 )
COLUMBIA

49

Othello
O

BENTON
32 X Pasco

Service Center

MLRA Soil Survey
N A__office
D. WALLA WALLA
Prosser

35 Service Center

WALLA WALLA*
€D Office [

OREGON

Conservation Districts

Clallam 13 Thurston

1 27 Adams 39 Lincoln County
2 Jefferson County 14 Pacific

28 Kittitas County 40 Spokane County)|




Regional Conservation
Partnership Program

Presented by Sherre Copeland
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Regional Conservation
Partnership Program




RCPP Overview
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National

Funding Pool Eligible pre-proposals Invited for full proposal | % of overall funding
submitted

State 93 (~30%)

*Critical Conservation Area 84 (~42%)

National 52 (~87%)

Total 229 (~40%)




ent Status

Pre-proposals submitted | Invited for full proposal | % of overall funding

State 2 (~14%)

*Critical Conservation 3 (50%)
Area

National 4 (100%)

Total 24 (4% of total) 9 (~38%)

*Note the
OR that incl
submit a full prop

Dy partners in
was invited to



tp://www.grants.gov/search-
ants.html?agencies%3DUSDA%7CDepartment%?2
20Agriculture

tp://www.nrcs.usda.sov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/n
|/programs/farmbill/rcpp/

www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/det
ograms/farmbill/rcpp/?cid=stelprdbl



http://www.grants.gov/search-grants.html?agencies%3DUSDA|Department of Agriculture
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/?cid=stelprdb1254131

Conservation Stewardship
Program

Presented by Jeff Harlow




USDA

_ United States Department of Agriculture

Conservation Stewardship
Program Changes:

« CSP reauthorized - 10 million acres annually

5-year contracts with option to renew
— New- 2 additional priority resource concerns
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Conservation Stewardship
Program Changes:

* At least 2 priority resource concerns
» Meet or exceed 1 additional by end of
contract

* At least 5 priority resource concerns identified for
each area or watershed
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Conservation Stewardship
Program Changes:

e CSP enrollment level <2008 Farm Bill
« Remains a substantial contributor

50 million acres enrolled nationwide
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Conservation Stewardship
Program Changes:

 Eligible land limited to land in production
* 4 -6 years preceding October 1, 2014

 Lands protected by ACEP allowed to enroll
» Requires prorating of payments

« Eliminates 10% acreage limitation
* Forestland
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2015 Conservation
Stewardship(CSP) Sign-up

Requirements:

 Farm Tract Records must be up to date

— *Stewardship program land eligibility
Includes the whole farm — cropland,
rangeland, headquarters, etc., all of it

« 1200
* Duns/Sam if an entity
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1200 Form

US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NRCS-CPA-1200
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 10/2014

CONSERVATION PROGRAM APPLICATION

App”caﬁon -

Application Date:

County and State:

Telephone: Watershed:

Location (Legal Description or Farm and Tract Number):

1. This is an application to participate in the:

2 Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) | Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
O -

3 Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) O Agriculture Conservation Easement Program
(ACEP) - Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE)

2 Regional Conservation Partnership Program |0 Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP)

o ACEP- (WRE)
o Healthy Forest Reserve Program (HFRP)

2. O Yes 0O No Do youhave farm records established with the appropriate USDA
Service Center Agency?

If no, you must establish them with the appropriate USDA Service Center Agency prior to
submitting this application.
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SAM/DUNS Fact Sheet

Introduction

Applicants using Employer Identification Number

If your business or organization plans to apply for conservation program or grant funding through USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and you use an Employer Identification Number (EIN), also referred to as a Tax Identification
Number (TIN), you will need to obtain a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number and be registered with the System
for Award Management (SAM). The DUNS number is required for any federal contract application and applicants must register
with SAM to receive payments. If you apply as an individual and use your social security number as your EIN, you DO NOT need to

obtain a DUNS number or SAM.

About the Data Universal Numbering
System (DUNS)

A DUNS number is a unique nine-character identifica-
tion number provided by the commercial company Dun &

Bradstreet (D&B), a provider of business information reports.

The information required to obtain a DUNS number includes
the business/organization name, type, location, number of
employees, and contact information. The federal govern-
ment uses the DUNS number to maintain consistent name
and address data about organizations/businesses. This helps
maintain and organize applications and contracts across
federal agencies.

Who needs a DUNS Number & SAM

Business DUNS/SAM
Type Code Business Type TaxID Type Required

2 General Partnership

3 Joint Venture m
Joint Venture

Corporation or Limited
Liabllity Company
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2015 CStP renewal Process

« 2010-1 Eligible applications were given
opportunity to reenroll for another 5 years in
August, 2014

* Must treat:
* At least 2 priority resource concerns
» Meet or exceed 1 additional by end of
contract period
 Contracts obligated by 12/31/14
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2015 Stewardship Program

e 2015-1 Year round signup

« Batching cutoff date not determined yet
probably in next couple of months

* Must treat
o At least 2 priority resource concerns

» Meet or exceed 1 additional resource
concern by end of contract period

» Activities are either- practice implementation
or enhancements
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2014 Annual CSP Funding:

 Funds are obligated annually to contracts

(versus EQIP entire amt is obligated at time of signing)

— 57 contracts

— 2.5 million obligated approximately same in
previous years

— 125,716 acres contracted (approx. $18/acre)

 Excess of 12.5 million annual payments
annually
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Web Tools & Public
Information Materials

Presented by Gina Kerzman
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2014 Farm Bill
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enacted on February T,
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» Financial Assistance

» Technical Resources

» Soil Services
» Civil Rights
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wa
/home/?cid=NRCS144P2 036141

s Help
£ Free Hotmail

h-B-2@&-r
Washington NRCS Farm Bill Programs and Services

The 2014 Farm Bill was enacted on February 7, 2014. NRCS offers voluntary Farm Bill conservation
programs that benefit both agricultural producers and the environment.

Some programs will be available immediately, while others will require limited time to be set up within the
agency. Details are on each program page and at your local USDA Service Center.

Current Farm Bill contracts remain in effect; new sign-up information will be announced here as it becomes
available.

NRCS offers financial and technical NRCS offers easement programs to NRCS works with partners to
.____assistance ta heln aaricultural  slinikhle landnwners tn conserve  leverane additinnal conservatian
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National NRCS Twitter account:

@USDA_NRCS
https://twitter.com/usda nrcs
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Washington NRCS Twitter account: @NRCS_WA
https://twitter.com/search?g=NRCS WA
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Popular Topics

About Us | National Centers | State Websites

Help

A-ZIndex | Advanced Search |

Washington State
Wildfires

> Financial Assistance

Wildfire is not only
devastating to the land,
but also to homes and
lives. USDA has
resources to help you with
the recovery.

> Technical Resources

> Soil Services

> Civil Rights

> En Espaiiol

Sign up for email updates:

1/4 O8I0

LAl Events & Deadlines Helping People Help the Land

\
Conservation
Federal Register Conservation fedlIEL T

Find Your Local NRCS Office Compliance |
Earth Team Volunteers
NRCS Employees
Employee Directory
Electronic Field Office Technical Guide

« Application sign-up cut-off date
for EQIP statewide initiatives

« UPDATE: Financial Assistance
Available for Wildfire-Impacted
Farmers and Ranchers

‘ 3

un)ock the Soil Health

« Financial Assistance Available for
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Earth Team Volunteers
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Available for Wildfire-Impacted NRCS Employees
Farmers and Ranchers Employee Directory
El ic Field Office Technical Gui -
« Financial Assistance Available for ectonicikicd Office Fechnical Ghide unjock the | Soil Health
Wildfire-Impacted Farmers and SECRETS

Ranchers E’SGIL

« USDA awards funds to improve
conservation on agricultural lands

« USDA provides $1.8 million for
agricultural and wetland
easements in Washington State

Washington Tribal

U AFE 9 r'e B4 Conservation

Advisory Council

+ USDA Receives About 600 Pre-
Proposals for New Program to
Provide Support for On-the-

Ground Conservation Efforts Step -by- Step
>>> More... How to Get Assistance

Watch How to Get Started with NRCS

NRCS Websites & Additional Assistance
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» USDA awards funds to improve
conservation on agricultural lands

+ USDA provides $1.8 million for
agricultural and wetland
easements in Washington State

» USDA Receives About 600 Pre-
Proposals for New Program to
Provide Support for On-the-
Ground Conservation Efforts

NRCS Employees
Employee Directory

Electronic Field Office Technical Guide
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>>> More... How to Get Assistance (STAC)

Watch How to Get Started with NRCS

NRCS Websites & Additional Assistance

NRCS State Websites

Web Applications & Tools
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Mobilizing partnerships to
multiply investments and
reach common
conservation goals.
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NRCS helps
farmers help
honey bees

The agency has launched
an effort to provide food
and habitat for these
crucial pollinators in the
Midwest.

Advanced Search | Help

> Financial Assistance

> Technical Assistance

> Field Office Technical Guide

> Soils

> Plants & Animals
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In the News Top Views This Week

+ USDA and partners complete first Conservatxon.Innovatlon GArAants
-of-its-kind sale of carbon credits NRCS Funding Opportunities
from working ranch grasslands Soil Surveys by State

Get Started with
NRCS

+ USDA seeks comments on new Soil Survey
Conservation Stewardship rule NRCS Publications
NRCS Conservation Practices 2014 Farm Bill

|+ USDA to provide $4 million for arm B




Get Started and Small Farms
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Related Topics

* Qutreach & Advocacy
* Careers

* People

* Photos & Multimedia

Step ®» Step

How to Get Assistance

WELCOME

NRCS provides America’s farmers and ranchers
with financial and technical assistance to
voluntarily put conservation on the ground,
not only helping the environment but
agricultural operations, too.

Get Started

This step-by-step guide explains the process of getting started with NRCS
conservation assistance.

Farmers, ranchers and forest landowners can receive financial assistance from
NRCS to make improvements to their land.

> Farm Bill conservation programs

> Landscape Conservation Initiatives

> Solutions for small-scale farms (fact sheets)
> Drought resources

> Resources for Small Farms




Resources for Small Farms
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About NRCS

NRCS Leadership
History of NRCS
Organization

Accountability ' - -

Conservation Delivery

Streamlining Initiative (CDSI)

Civil Rights

Legislative Affairs

Public Affairs Whether you measure your farm in terms of
feet or acres, NRCS has technical and financial
assistance as well as other resources to help
you improve your operation while benefitting
the environment.

Resources for Small Farms

Minnesota farm uses conservation to make each acre count
Sarah Woutat loved farming so much, she traded in her job at a publishing company to
start her own farm near Cambridge, Minn. Read more.

NRCS Newsroom




Practices for small farms
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Small scale solutions for your farm
About NRCS

B NRCS Leadership
History of NRCS
Organization

B Accountability

NRCS provides assistance to design, layout and install conservation practices that fit both the resource needs and
the producer's objectives for the land. Practices may range from simple management activities such as planting
cover crops to complex structural practices such as animal waste management systems or innovative irrigation

Conservation Delivery
Streamlining Initiative (CDSI)

Civil Rights devices.
Legislative Affairs
Public Affairs Crops | Livestock | Soil | Trees | Water | Wildlife Habitat | En Espafiol
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Questions




Team USDA will also be presenting at
the following venues:

Small Farms Conference, November 1, Spokane, WA

Washington Tilth Conference, November 7-9, Vancouver,
WA

Washington Dairy Federation Conference, November 10-
11, Vancouver, WA

Washington Cattlemen’s Conference, November 12-14,
Spokane, WA

Tri-State Grain Growers Conference, November 12-15,
Stevenson, WA

Farm Bureau Conference, November 17-20, Yakima, WA

Washington Association of Conservation Districts,
December 1-3, Cle Elum, WA

Pacific Northwest Direct Seed Association, January 20-22,
Kennewick, WA

Ag Expo/Farm Forum, February 3-5, Spokane, WA



