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PRIORITY HABITATS AND SPECIES 

WDFW’s principal means for communicating 
important fish, wildlife, and habitat information to 
private landowners and government agencies (local, 
state, tribal and federal) for land use planning 
purposes.  



PHS OVERVIEW 
 Six elements  

1. PHS List 
 Species/habitats that are priorities for management and conservation. 

2. PHS Maps and Geodata 

3. Implications of Science for Land Management 
 Basis for technical advice.  

4. Technical Advice 
 Provided by Regional Biologists; applies science to site and situation. 

5. Customer Service 
 Provide information in keeping WDFW’s sensitive data policy. 

6. Effectiveness Monitoring 
 Feedback about on-the-ground effectiveness of conservation efforts. 



HOW IS PHS USED? 

Building and Planning (local government) 
Designation of Critical Areas & low density zoning 
Habitat Management Plans (Content & Standards) 
 Source of Best Available Science for updating ordinances 

Forestry 
 Screening and Conditioning Forest Practice Applications 

Conservation/Restoration 
 Identifying/prioritizing  



PHS RIPARIAN SCIENCE UPDATE 

Current PHS Riparian document published in 1997 
Grant from EPA via Ecology 
Phase 1: Aquatic species and functions 

Due June 2015 

Phase 2 : Terrestrial species 
Due June 2016 



DOCUMENT’S PURPOSE 

Inform management of riparian area with 
information distilled from riparian science.  
What do fish & wildlife need from riparian 

areas? 
What does a fully functional riparian habitat 

look like? 
If fully functional isn’t possible, what measures can 

be taken to minimize impacts? 



GOALS OF THE DOCUMENT 
1. Provide a summary of the state of the science 

regarding: 
a) How Washington’s riparian areas function at a site scale and 

watershed scale to maintain viable, functioning riparian habitat. 

b) Land use impacts to riparian functions. 

2. Describe and summarize pertinent studies’ findings 
and management implications 

3. Highlight key studies that provide key 
considerations for management of riparian areas  



SCOPE OF THE DOCUMENT 

1. Synthesis of science implications 
Not policy recommendations.  

2. Washington State freshwater riparian 
Not marine waters 

3. Riparian areas’ functioning as habitat 
Not other benefits: economics, flood control, aesthetics 

4. Urbanization, agriculture, forestry 
Not mining 

 
 



PHS RIPARIAN TIMELINE 

TAG = Technical Advisory Group 
WAS = Washington Academy of Sciences 

 
Phase 2 timeline 1 year later 

TAG Review 
• July-Oct 2014 

WAS Review 
• Dec-Feb 2015 

Agency & 
Public Review 
• Mar-April 2015 

Final Adoption 
• June 2015 



QUESTIONS? 
PHS Riparian Update 
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